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Let’s Re-imagine Schooling 
primaryBrain (PTY)Ltd is an Education Consultancy that 
shares practical, research-based input for parents and 
teachers.  Everything shared is based, not on theory, but on 
practice.  

What’s new at primaryBRAIN?
 GROWING BRAINS is based on the amazing work of 
Angela Duckworth (PhD) and Prof Carol Dweck (Stanford 
University). A growth mindset is a belief system.  The brain 
believes that it can learn anything it wants to.

The child who has a growth mindset knows that frustration is 
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GROWING BRAINS 

A powerful presentation on 
how the brain does not GROW 
in traditional schools.  Brains 
require challenges, struggles 
and hardships to really GROW.  
The alternative is a FIXED 
mindset.  100% of children 
leaving Grade R have a Growth 
Mindset, but by the end of 
Grade 3 nearly 50% have 
developed a FIXED mindset.  
WHY?  Because schools and 
homes celebrate achievement 
and success over challenge 
and struggle.  

HOMEWORK BURDEN 

Homework has no value.  The 
21st century world of learning 
does not require Homework.  It 
requires thinkers, problem 
solvers, people who know how 
to play, collaborate, create and 
innovate.  This requires TIME.  
Homework is killing TIME. 

MINDFUL SCHOOLS 

Mindfulness schooling 
includes a set of simple yet 
powerful practices that every 
teacher can apply in their 
classrooms to help break the 
cycle of anxiety, stress, 
unhappiness and utter 
exhaustion.  Instead, RE-
IMAGINED schools should  
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good. It is an indicator that he/she has to persevere.  This 
child values a challenge and makes the choice to learn from 
failure.  This child wants to hear that he “Tries hard!”  This 
child knows that her attitude and effort determines 
everything.

Homes and schools often create  FIXED MINDSETS.  
Children quickly learn that they are either good at something 
or not.  These children give up when frustrated.  They don’t 
like to be challenged.  They want to hear, “You are so smart!”  
They don’t like seeing others succeed because it threatens 
them.  They are very aware that their abilities determine 
everything.

Creating a GROWTH 
MINDSET school 
requires GRIT - 
Passion and 
Perseverance.  Gavin 
will take your staff 
and/or parents on a 
journey to re-
imagine a learning 
space where 
failure, process and effort 
is celebrated instead of only 
intelligence and abilities.

The Homework Burden has 
become a BIG ISSUE.  This 
new presentation is very 
powerful.  It looks at the 
research from both a medical 
doctor and a neuroscientist 
regarding a healthy mind 
platter.  When one considers 
what the brain requires in a 
24 hour period - we cannot 
extend the school day any 
longer unless it involves 
reading and discussion with 
parents about what was 
learnt during the day.  The 
endless preparation for 

tests and assignments do little, in any, 
good for mastery of the skills, concepts, attitudes and values 
learnt at school.  We have to RE-IMAGINE schooling.
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promote a genuine kind of 
happiness, passion and 
perseverance for long term 
goals.  This can only be 
achieved when the brain learns  
how to make a HABIT of being 
mindful. 

PINK BRAIN BLUE 
BRAIN 

This is a very popular 
presentation.  Boys and girls 
are totally equal, but not the 
same.  Teachers and parents 
need to know how to bring the 
best out of their child with their 
GENDER in mind.  This is 
based on research and his 
experience, after eight years, 
of dividing his Gr 1 and 2 
classes by GENDER to embed 
mastery of the basic skills. 

SECRETS OF THE 
TEENAGE BRAIN 

Raising and teaching 11-19 
year olds requires a special 
knowledge of what is 
happening in their brains.  
When parents, teachers and 
students understand the way 
teenagers process data,  
teaching and disciplining gives 
way to COACHING.  Three 
simple secrets could change 
your life! 
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Other presentations: 

ZIP THE 
CROCODILE: This 
is a favourite 
presentation.  It takes 

teachers and parents 
on a simple journey 
into the complexity 
of learning. Using 

music, humour and 
movement, Gavin  gets 

the delegates Re-Imagining Schooling.  Every teacher and 
every parent must hear this presentation.

ROCK SOLID FOUNDATION:  Based on ground-
breaking research by 
psychologist and hostage 
negotiator, George Kohlrieser 
PhD, Gavin shares how the 
brain can only learn to take risks 
if it is nurtured.  We have got to 
CARE in order to DARE! The 
question has to be asked,” What 
benefit is there if we CARE for 
others?  What do we get out of 
it?”  The research is astounding!   
The role of the parent and the 
teacher is to be the BELAYER.  
We have to care enough to allow 
our students to DARE.  

EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE (EI) HIGHWAYS 
TO SUCCESS. 
Emotional intelligence 
does not grow 
automatically.  It has to 
be taught.  Discover how 
to apply EI into routines 
and rituals at school/
work and at home in 
order to create a 
highway between the 
emotional brain (limbic) 
and the thinking brain 
(pre-frontal cortex). 
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STUDENT LED 
PARENT TEACHER 
CONFERENCES 

Why do teachers talk to 
parents about their child at a 
parents’ conference?  When 
we RE-IMAGINE schooling we 
recognise that the students 
need to explain their 
performance to their parents.  
In the photo above, a Grade 4 
student presents her digital 
portfolio to her parents and 
discusses her performance 
and journey towards her long 
term goals.  This Seminar will 
guide teachers in Goal Setting 
and the use of a Portfolio of 
Effort to discuss performance 
with the key role-players. 

HIGH FIVE 
STUDENT 

Why Schools Get Readiness 
Wrong.  Gavin is passionate 
about getting the BODY ready 
so that the BRAIN can cope in 
Grade 1.  In this presentation, 
Gavin will share FIVE key 
components on how the body 
needs to be ready in order to 
gain access into a Grade 1 
classroom.  This will require 
schools to RE-IMAGINE what 
Grade R looks like.  It also 
requires parents to come to 
terms with some serious 
MYTHS about readiness.



www.primarybrain.co.za Presentations & workshops

Twelve HOT Presentations: 

1. Pink Brain - Blue Brain: Why GENDER matters and it matters most in the the early years of 
development. 

2. HOMEWORK - The 21st century child has no time in the 24 hour schedule for Homework. 
Discover why muscle memory applies to muscles and not neural pathways. 

3. ANXIETY:  Stress kills. How schools have become CORTISOL rich spaces where creativity 
and innovation are literally “killed”. 

4. CrAPS - A failed national curriculum.  How high performing schools need to become 
UNcapped in order to prepare thinking, creatives by lifting the LID and teaching “out-of-the-
box thinking.  This will add real value in a rapidly changing world. 

5. PLAY - Why have we stopped PLAYING?  The brain relies on PLAY for creativity, innovation 
and long term memory. 

6. GRADE R - Why School Readiness tests for 6 year olds should be banned!  Let’s rather test 
the teachers, parents and principals.  You will be surprised how few of them are READY to 
teach 21st century iGEN students. 

7. BELONGING and BECOMING - School - the gateway to connection. 

8. Hardwired for HAPPINESS - Optimism can be taught!  The power of positive psychology. 

9. CRACKING SUCCESS - Empathy, Gratitude and GRIT 

10.MINDSETS - Providing a learning space for a GROWTH mindset.  The power of YET/NOT 
YET rather than right or wrong. 

11.The GIFT of FAILURE is CAC.  Connection - Autonomy - Competence.  Get this right and we 
can change the world. 

12.MINDFULNESS - Creating a culture of mindfulness in schools where the GRIND between the 
stimulus and the reaction is lubricated with mindfulness to equip students with the ability to 
RESOND with their thinking brains. 

Gavin will tweak any of these presentations to meet the needs of your specific group.  Do not 
hesitate to contact him on gavin@primarybrain.co.za 
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Gavin is also registered with SACE as a presenter and delegates will earn 5 or 10 points 
depending on the length of the Workshop or Presentation. 
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Teaching with BRAIN-WAYS in mind 
Gavin Keller 


